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Services this week 
 

9am—Praise and worship service with  
            teaching, prayer and communion 
11am—Café-style service 
1.30pm—Chinese Church (in Mandarin) 
4pm—Interdenominational Service and 
 Bible Study 
7pm—Informal service of worship,  
             teaching and prayer 
Wed:   9.30am—Worship Service with  
 Communion and morning tea 
 

All Welcome 

are progressing. It is an important 
measure because we think that believers 
are best served by being in worship 
regularly with others, and increased 
attendance is a side effect of people 
coming to Christ. 

This looks like a huge figure, but it really 
equates to 5% year on year growth. It is a 
stretching target in the current climate in 
New Zealand, but one that I think is 
achievable for us if we can all do the 
inviting and the welcoming. We also have 
to allow for the people who will leave 
during the year for various reasons. 
Setting a target helps us focus the church 
planning in such a way that we keep our 
vision ahead of us all of the time.  

It is a big vision, and an exciting one, and 
when we look around us we, like Jesus, 
can see the fields white for the harvest. 

Message from our Vicar Revd Sarah Patten 
 
Dear church family 

I am so excited about bringing you this year’s 
vision. The staff, elders and vestry have been 
working hard together talking about our 
vision and formulating plans for this year, 
and here is what we think God is saying to us 
about Church of the Saviour this year. First of 
all our vision for the church still holds true: 

To call into relationship with God the people 
of Blockhouse Bay and beyond.  

This is the mission of the church to go and 
make disciples, and we are committed to 
doing that. Secondly our church culture is 
still the same. These values were very much 
affirmed in the consultation we had with the 
9am service and they are:  

Everyone is invited and everyone is welcome. 

NobodyΩs got it sorted but God is good. 

We will do everything we can to love God 
and others more. 

What is new for this year though is our big 
hairy audacious goal, and our ten year plan.  
That by the end of 2027 we would like to see 
an average monthly attendance of 1800 
across all our services. We know that 
numerical growth doesn’t necessarily equate 
with people coming to know Christ, however 
we do believe it is an indication of how we 

Elevate Youth is for  student in school years 7 through 13 (11 - 18 

years old).  Elevate Youth Ministry's purpose is to enable youth to 

encounter and experience a growing relationship with Jesus 

Christ through  social events,  worship, teaching, and interactive 

discussions and  through  support from our Anchor groups, 

facilitated by dedicated small group leaders.   During the school 

term we have two weekly gatherings, Friday nights from 7 -9pm 

and Sunday mornings during the 9am service.  We meet in the 

youth basement (follow the Elevate Youth signs from the bottom 

of the stairs.)    If you are new or just visiting Church of the Saviour 

you are most welcome to come and join us.  There will be youth 

leaders available to show you where to come.  If you or your 

parents are on facebook check us out at Elevate Youth - Youth 

Ministry of Church of the Saviour.   

Upcoming Events  

Friday 16th February , 7-9pm , Youth Anchor Groups , Cost $2 

EFEST Youth Easter Camp 

March 30th - April 2nd , Willow Park Christian Convention Centre  

$175 early bird (paid before March 5th)or $195 after March 5th. If 

you are keen to join the Elevate youth crew at EFEST please 

register online at  aym.org.nz/efest  
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WHAT IS J TEAM?  J Team is for ages 3 to Yr 6 at 9am & 11am 
services during term time.  We have two age groups at J Team 
at both our services 9am-10.15am and 11am-12.20pm. 

J team is now starting at 9am and 11am.  
This week we are combined in the hall.  
 
Today is Vision Day. The whole church is looking at what our Vision is. Do you know 
it?  It is…. “To call into relationship with God, the people of Blockhouse Bay and 
beyond.” The kids love the end bit because it is a bit like Buzz Lightyear from Toy 
Story.  
 
Our Vision is what everything else is based on, especially our children’s ministries. 
Everything we are doing is focused on our relationship with God and with each other. 
We are thinking about where in the Vision we fit. How we can be a part of it and 
what we can do going forward to continue to see children knowing God and being in 
relationship with Him. All the people of Blockhouse Bay and beyond. 

http://aym.org.nz/efest
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Crèche team.  Could you join our friendly 
crèche team, offering loving care to the 
youngest members of the church?  Please 
contact Ruth if you could help to serve on a 
rostered basis on Sundays at 9am. 

SPACE Parenting Programme. We are 
looking for someone with good experience 
of bringing up children, to help out with the 
SPACE programme for first time parents. 
There is currently so much demand we are 
looking at offering a second session on a 
Monday afternoon. There is some training 
involved of which 6-8 hours online is the first 
stage. You need to be a good listener and a 
good encourager. Please contact the office 
or Frances Goulter 
(francesgoulter@gmail.com) to see if you 
might be a good fit  with the team! This is a 
great outreach to families and helps them 
make a first connection with Church of the 
Saviour. 
 
re.cognition. Stations of the Resurrection. 
Evenings 3-8 April at Holy Trinity Cathedral. 
An interactive art installation, inviting 
visitors to move around the Cathedral site 
engaging with the resurrection narratives at 
various “stations”. Volunteers are sought to 
help at this Cathedral event. To offer help 
please visit this link: https://goo.gl/
forms/3UZyP677MUi93o3p2 

 
COTS Coffee & Ice Cream – For those that 
would like a coffee and/or Ice Cream with 
others from COTS. 2pm Sunday  25th 
February at Kohu Rd Café – 44 Portage Rd, 
New Lynn. If interested contact Rod & 
Yvonne Dove r.dove@xtra.co.nz. For those 
married couples with a free afternoon on 
Valentine’s Day (14th February) a coffee and 
ice cream at 1pm could be nice.  
 

 

Annual General Meeting.  The church AGM 
will take place on Tuesday 6th March.  There 
will be a short communion service at 7.00pm 
and the AGM will start at 7.30pm.  
Nomination forms for vestry membership 
are available from the office.  To stand for 
vestry or to vote at the AGM, you must be 
on the Parish Roll.  All those who are aged 16 
or over and who have worshipped regularly 
at the church for at least 6 months are 
eligible to join the Roll.  Membership forms 
for the Parish Roll are in the foyer and 
should be handed into the church office.  
Substantive motions must be received in 
writing to the church office by 12 noon on 
Tuesday 27th February in order to be 
presented at the AGM.  If you have been 
invited to write a ministry report for the 
AGM booklet, please email these to the 
office by Tuesday 13th February.  Thank you. 

Lent Calendar.  Due to popular demand, the 
Diocese of Auckland will be once again be 
offering the Lent Calendar created in 2016. 
Over the course of the six weeks of Lent, "A 
Journey to Easter" will explore the themes in 
Matthew 6:1-21: almsgiving, prayer, 
forgiveness, fasting and treasure. Each week 
starts on Monday with a short bible reading 
followed by a couple of questions to help 
you engage with the text. The calendar can 
be found at  www.lent.nz and will go live the 
Friday before Ash Wednesday. Then, when 
we arrive at Easter, “A Resurrection 
Journey” (the calendar offered in 2017) will 
lead participants all the way to Pentecost, 
exploring a number of resurrection 
narratives from Scripture. 
www.resurrection.nz  
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Playgroup Mon, Weds, Thurs and Fri 9.30am 
4 Seniors @ the Bay Mon and Fri 9.30am 
Mainly Music Tuesday 10am 
Wednesday Service 9.30am 
Ash Weds Joint Service 7.30pm at COTS 
Chinese Church Bible Study Wed 1.30pm 
Bible in Schools  starts 1st March 
ESOL pre-intermediate Thursday 10.00am 
Youth Friday 7.00pm 
Sunday Services—see front page  
Resthome services— Sunset today at 10am 
  
 
 
  Follow us: 

 
    facebook.com/cotsnz 

 
 @cots_nz 
 
  @cots_nz 
 

 

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ /h¢{: Deposit donation directly to the church bank account  
όŦƻǊ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ƻƴƭȅύ 12 3049 0264019 52 with your name or donor number as reference, contact the office 
for a donor number to get a tax receipt. This can be an ongoing automatic payment or a one-off donation. 
An EFTPOS machine is available in the church foyer for donations. 

God is moving amongst us, He is with us, 
and we are with Him. Are you ready to 
give towards the vision again, to prioritise 
God’s house and plans? 

Jesus still says to us His disciples, “Go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.” 

Love and blessings 

Sarah 

"<80:, H> 

Ash Wednesday Joint Service with St 
DominicΩs 14th February at 7.30pm at 
COTS.  Marking the start of our Lent 
journey.  All welcome. 
 
NZ & Beyond Conference 19-21 April 
2018 at the Trusts Arena, Henderson. 
Speakers: Alan Scott, Mike Pilavachi, Joel 
Holm, Tak Bhana, Jodi Tolley. We still 
have a small number of early bird tickets 
at $40.  Please contact the office 
 

Got questions about life and faith?  The 
Alpha Course is a great place to ask those 
questions and explore big issues.  Each 
session involves watching a video then 
discussion in small groups.  
Plus we offer delicious 
desserts!  Alpha starts 
Wednesday 21st February 
2018. Pick up a leaflet from 
the Welcome Desk in the 
church foyer and book in via 
the church office. 

Desserts and Kitchen Help for Alpha. To 
make our next Alpha Course a success, we’re 
looking for people to make delicious desserts 
or offer practical kitchen help.  Please sign the 
roster in the foyer if you could help. 

https://goo.gl/forms/3UZyP677MUi93o3p2
https://goo.gl/forms/3UZyP677MUi93o3p2
mailto:r.dove@xtra.co.nz
http://www.lent.nz
http://www.resurrection.nz
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